PEOPLE: Fostering a group effort of whole family

Giving back to community by fostering kids

BY TARA GASTON

With four children of
their own, Chris and Sabrina
Reddy already have a full
house. But that doesn't stop
them from opening their
home to children in need of
foster care.

“Fostering, for us, is
something our family has
entered into together. It's
a group effort that affects
everyone in our household,”
says Mr. Reddy.

“We enjoy the feeling of
knowing we are doing good
in our community, help-
ing children and families in
need, and making a differ-
ence in the lives of the kids
we come in contact with.”

The couple has been fos-
ter parents for three years
and stay motivated by
depending on each other,
looking for support within
their family and friends and
by relying on York Region
Children’s Aid Society sup-
ports.

“We have our family
worker, the children that stay
with us have their child care
worker and the children’s
family has a worker,” Mrs.
Reddy says.

» For more information on how
to become a foster parent, visit
www.fosteringatyork.com

“I encourage others in
the community to consider
being foster parents because
there is still a need,” he
added.

“When you become a fos-
ter parent, you are helping a
child and their family. And
you are not alone. There is
a huge fostering community
here to lend support.”

This is National Foster
Family Appreciation Week
and honours foster families
who play an essential role in
the lives of vulnerable chil-
dren.

Every day, devoted fos-
ter families provide safe and
nurturing homes to children
and youth who come from
families who may be in cri-
sis.

QUICK FACTS

» York Region Children’s
Aid Society (York CAS) is
looking for foster parents to
ensure a large, diverse pool
of families is available to
match children to.

4 a
Chris and Sabrina Reddy of Keswick and their four biological chil-
dren Tristan (from left), Trinity, Jaquin and Tyler.

» York CAS currently has
121 foster homes.

» York CAS is responsible
for 470 children and youth,
with only 377 of those chil-
dren “in care,” as there are
93 youth on extended care
maintenance or independent
living. Of the children in care,
85 per cent are in family-
based care, with the other 15
per cent in group care.

» Last year, more than
10,000 calls were received
from professionals and con-
cerned members of the pub-
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The Stephen Leacock Theatre

130 Gwendolyn Drive, Keswick

November 12t & 13t

Saturday Evening November 12th
Doors Open at 7:00 pm - Curtain Up at 7:30 pm
Matinees on Saturday, November 12th & Sunday, November 13th
Doors Open at 1:30 pm - Curtain Up at 2:00 pm

Tickets are $20.00-xust * (family of 4 - $70.00)us
For Tickets call the Box Office at

905-476-0193

Visit www.ibelieveinchristmas.ca for photos & reviews of previous shows

The only Children’s Christmas

%= Musical this year!
Novth Pole Entertavivument

e é&’dzwe In Cheistmas”

Story, Lyrics & Music by Alan Megraw Blenkinsopp

A wonderfully entertaining Christmas Musical for the whole family.

Friday, November 18, 2011
8:00pm - S24.00 + HST

www karpfoley.com
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— Tara Gaston is communications co-ordina-
tor for the York Region Children’s Aid Society

Jackson’s Point

DENTISTRY

Conservative Treatment Options Our First Choice

o General & Cosmetic Dentistry

o Latest in Dental Technology

Dr. Regina Bross

o Denture Therapy. Same Day Reline
DI‘ Asghar Makki  Dental Insurance Accepted

o Over 25 Years Experience

* New Patients Welcome

905.722.5931
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21012 Dalton Rd.

FABRICLAND
SEW MUCH More THAN A FABRIC STORE!

FROM OCT.24th. LOOK

gn OUR REG. PRICE,
R FOR THE RED SALE TAGS!

BRAND NEW STORE NOW OPEN IN KESWICK!
417 The Queensway South 905-476-0050

SALE IN EFFECT
OCT. 17-NOV. 1

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS: Buy 1 full
metre or unit of selected merchandise
at Fabricland's reg. price and get the
next 2 metres or units FREE! Sale in
effect October 17-November 1, on
selected in-stock merchandise. Most
items available in all stores. Look for
the red sale tags. No special orders.

HALLOWEEN FLYER
CONTINUES TO OCT.31st,
WITH FURTHER
REDUCTIONS ON
SELECTED MERCHANDISE
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